
	  
	  

Criter ia 
Barnard Col lege Wesleyan University  

Pros Cons Pros Cons 

Location 

Manhattan,  New York Middletown, Connecticut 

Well…I was born 
there after all 

Opportunities in 
terms of 
internships and 
entertainment 

Convenient 
Nobody knows 

anybody…I hope 

Distractions, e.g. 
Broadway shows 
and cupcakes 

Good food may 
lead to Freshman 
15 

Not many 
distractions 
lying around 

Actually have to 
walk to places 
(goodbye, 
Freshman 15) 

Can probably 
force me to be 
autonomous 

Slighty’s a city girl 
Got a little 

disoriented during 
WesFest 

Cars everywhere 
Traffic lights don’t 

like me 
Maybe everybody 

knows everybody 

Campus 

Small  campus with gates Big(ger) campus without gates 

Gates reinforce 
notion of safety 

Not too many 
buildings to 
remember 

Beautiful view at 
every corner 

Might be too small 
Risk of limiting 

myself too much, 
assuming that I 
won’t leave ever 

Open connection 
with 
Middletown 

Multiple buildings 
for different 
purposes 

Beautiful view at 
Foss Hill 

Big campus is a 
little intimidating 

Absence of gates is 
also daunting 

Many buildings 
(names) to 
remember 

I failed Geography in 
8th grade… 

Academic 
Experience 

Nine Ways of Knowing 
Barnard and Columbia students 

Women often discussing 

Open Curr iculum 
Usual ly the males contributing 

Different points of 
views when it 
comes to 
discussion 

Can take classes 
at Columbia 

Might have to take 
some classes I 
don’t necessarily 
enjoy 

I can study 
whatever the 
heck I want 

Males dominating 
the class makes it 
feel somewhat 
patriarchal 

Might not be as 
well-rounded as I 
would envision 
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Student 
population 

Mostly women 
Class of 2018:  500 – 600 (?) 

Co-educational  
Class of 2018:  800 – 900 (?) 

Empowering 
Diverse student 

body 
Close connection 

with other 
women 

Strong school 
spirit 

Lower chances of 
making guy 
friends 

Not many of my 
friends at school 
at girls, so this 
may take some 
getting used to 

Strong school 
spirit 

Some diversity 
At least there’s 

some sort of 
guarantee that 
I’ll make guy 
friends 

Many people from 
Hong Kong in the 
group so it feels 
too familiar 

Most friends I made 
were Asian 

Class population 
that’s more than 
my school’s 

Residential  
Life 

Within Morningside Heights 
Lottery system 

Scattered around campus 
Themed housing avai lable 

Lottery system 
Gender-neutral  bathrooms (?) 

Tolerable walking 
distance to 
classes 

Lottery system 
pain in the butt 

Take nice 
morning walks 
to classes 

That bathroom thing 
was really little 
odd 

Lottery system a 
pain in the butt 

Zombie mentality 

Reputation 

Women’s col lege 
Relationship with Columbia 

University 

Liberal  arts col lege 
Member of the Litt le Three 

Empowering 
Can graduate with 

a Columbia 
University 
diploma 

Strong reputation 
as one of the 
most important 
women’s 
colleges 

“Barnyard” or other 
skeevy, stupid 
comments from 
ignorant Internet 
twats 

“Bourgeoisie” here 
ask “What’s 
that?” 

Strong reputation 
as a college and 
research 
university 

Pretty good 
science and 
film facilities 
(says the 
website) 

Often confused with 
Wellesley 

Liberal arts colleges 
not a familiar 
concept in Hong 
Kong… 
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Parental  
Approval  

Approved 
Continual ly freaking out 

 “Morningside Heights” legacy 
School colour = Lucky colour 

Approved 
Pleasantly surprised 

Papa Sl ightly l ikes the location 
School colour = Unlucky colour 

Slightly family all 
ecstatic, which 
is a first… 

Mom’s feng shui 
OCD will, like, 
skyrocket 

Wasn’t expecting 
to get admitted 

Mom’s feng shui 
OCD will, like, 
skyrocket 


